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part of national economy which in other countries is
grouped under the head of trade and commerce, and
brings the government substantial revenue, in Russia is
run almost universally at a loss, despite the profitable
showing made by an occasional sector in this branch
of national economy.
The peasant bears the brunt of taxation in the Soviet
Union. The 90,000,000 mouzhiks pay for the Stalin
experiment. It is therefore important for the govern-
ment not only to increase agricultural production, but
to be in a position to "commandeer" as much of these
products as its financial needs and emergencies may
call for. Collectivized, wholesale farming is relied
upon to do both of these things for the Soviet ap-
paratus. Up-to-date machinery and scientific methods
of work are expected to bring crops up to a satisfactory
state. Being run by managers and superintendents who
are either communists or direct government officials,
such farms will place the government in a position to
take for its own share, as taxes, as much of the crop
as it needs without having to overcome the slyness or
hostility of the individual peasant owner who has his
own conception as to how much his taxes should
amount to.